APPROVED MINUTES

Minutes of Our Mother of Sorrows (OMOS)
Parish Council Meeting

January 14, 2010
	In Attendance
	Absent

	
	

	Father Bill Martin
	Deacon Tim Stewart

	Deacon Bob Bryant
	Matt Coddington

	Debbi Sims
	Bill Hartlage

	Lisa Baxter
	Joanne Pyc

	Chris Beets
	

	Bettye Mattingly
	

	David Seger
	

	Marilyn Green
	


1.
Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. by Debbi Sims and opened with a prayer by Deacon Bob.

2. Attendance

Members who were present or absent are listed above.
3.
Approval of Minutes

Minutes of the previous meeting of November 12, 2009 were approved as amended by Bettye Mattingly and seconded by Chris Beets.
4.
Deacon’s Report
Deacon Bob Bryant stated that plans are in the works for the alumni to hold a golf tournament in the fall. He also stated that they are in hopes of hosting an alumni reunion.
He is hopeful of naming a new chairperson of the Worship Committee by the next meeting.

Karen Blaser is filling in for Barbara Stonebraker for RCIA. Father Bill, Father Ben, Deacon Bob and Deacon Tim are also helping on the RCIA.

The Rite of Election will be held at the Cathedral of the Assumption on February 21, 2010 at 2:30. There are 4 to be baptized and confirmed at OMOS.

5.
Pastor’s Report

Father Bill reported that Father Ben Brown is working toward a new position and will be leaving OMOS within a few weeks. He will be missed as he has been a big help to us.
First Communion will be held on April 18, 2010 at the 11:00 Mass. There will be 3 or 4 to make their First Communion.

There will be a second collection this Sunday, January 17, 2010, to help the earthquake victims in Haiti.

Father Bill announced that he plans to retire either this June or next June, but more than likely, it will be June 2010. His 6 years at OMOS will be June 2011. He feels that with his Parkinson’s, he is not able to do everything for us that he wants to do. He will be evaluated for surgery for Parkinson’s on February 15, 2010.

6.
Business Manager’s Report

There was no Business Manager’s Report.
7.
Old Business
Deacon Bob reported on the recent meetings held regarding the possibility of selling the school. There were meetings held after each Mass on the weekend of January 9-10. There were 47 to vote – 27 in favor of selling the school and 20 against the sale. There was also a “town hall” meeting held on Tuesday, January 12, 2010. He felt that he received some good input at these meetings. There was a lot of emotion involved in the meetings.

Catholic Charities is interested in buying the school in order to convert it into “Senior housing.” Their intention is to convert it into 32 one-bedroom apartments. The entire campus is on one deed, so this would entail “breaking up” the deed. We would also be giving up about 16 parking spaces. With the school being in the center of the campus, plus just the thought of “giving up” the school, it has become an emotional discussion.
The school is costing us approximately $40,000 a year to keep up and we do not have the income to continue with this expense.

There was a meeting with the committee leaders of the Building a Future of Hope Campaign held on Monday, January 11, 2010. Our goal is $363,000. Fifty percent of what is collected will be returned to us. We will need to give the Archdiocese a written “case” or business plan for the use of the money received from this Campaign for their approval. Deacon Bob has listed several items which have been suggested or desired.
· Improve the lighting in Church
· Re-plate the sacred vessels

· Replace altar furniture

· Install new phone system in office

· Purchase 2 computers and printers for the office

· Various renovations to the gym and gym kitchen

· Parking lot and drainage

· LEC building

He met with a contractor today, January 14, regarding the LEC building. The contractor suggested not “razing” the building. It is very well built. He suggested that it be gutted and renovated. It was suggested putting the business offices and a large room which could be used for meetings and bereavement gatherings. He said that if the building is razed and we want to rebuild a one-story building, it would be more expensive and take longer to complete. Whereas, if the LEC building is renovated, it will be completed sooner. He suggested that we contact an architect and discuss exactly what would be feasible for us.
A letter explaining both the possibility of selling the school and Building a Future of Hope Campaign case was sent to each parishioner and asking them to attend another “town hall” meeting to be held on Monday, January 18, 2010, for further discussions.
8.
New Business

Deacon Bob received an email from Jackie Gahlinger with the Louisville Archdiocese stating that there is a group of students from Holy Cross High School who are working on a service project to benefit seniors on Wednesday, March 31, 2010, from 9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. They can build, clean, paint, repair or whatever an individual or group needs. Would we have anyone in our parish in need of this service? It was suggested that something be posted in the bulletin and Deacon Bob will contact Ms. Gahlinger with a reply.
Deacon Bob also received an email from the “Catholics @ the Capitol in 2010.” This is an organization which speaks for the Church in matters of public policy, serves as liaison to government and the legislature, and coordinates communications and activities between the Church and secular agencies. He did not know if there would be anyone from the parish interested in joining this group.
Debbi Sims is assigned to the January Funeral Home visits.

Joanne Pyc is assigned to the February Funeral Home visits.

With no further business to discuss, the closing prayer was given by Father Bill and Bettye Mattingly made a motion to adjourn the meeting and David Seger seconded the motion. Debbi Sims adjourned the meeting at 8:00 p.m.

The next Parish Council meeting will be held on February 11, 2010.

Respectfully submitted,

Marilyn Green

Recording Secretary
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